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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
LOCAL REVIEW AUTHORITY: PAUL F. GARDNER 

DATE/CASE ID: 26 JUN 1998 199604320 
1. SUMMARY. (S/NF) TROOP MOVEMENTS AND SPORADIC 
GUNFIRE CONTINUED IN BEIJING THROUGH THE NIGHT OF 
JUNE 5-6. UNITS, REPORTEDLY OF THE 27TH ARMY, 
INCLUDING TANKS, ARE GUARDING THE OVERPASS ON THE 
SECOND RING ROAD ADJACENT TO THE J I ANGUOMENVJAI 
DIPLOMATIC COMPOUND AND SEEM POISED FOR ATTACK BY 
j OTHER PLA UNITS , BUT THE SCENE REMAINS QUIET AT 0430 
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ON JUNE 6. SOURCES AND RUMORS ARE PUTTING MOST OF 
THE BLAME FOR THE JUNE 3 MASSACRE IN THE SQUARE ON 
THE 27TH ARMY, WHICH IS ACCUSED OF KILLING EVEN THE 
SOLDIERS OF OTHER UNITS WHEN THEY GOT IN THE WAY. 
THE HOTEL IN WHICH CONGEN CHENGDU IS LOCATED WAS 
ATTACKED AND PARTIALLY LOOTED BY CROWDS ON THE 
EVENING OF JUNE 5, BUT THE CONSULATE WAS NOT 
THREATENED AND POLICE QUICKLY RESTORED ORDER. THE 
EMBASSY EVACUATED 14 U.S. STUDENTS FROM BEIJING 
CAMPUSES ON JUNE 5, AND WILL RETURN TO OTHER 
CAMPUSES ON JUNE 6. SEVERAL WESTERN EMBASSIES ARE 
REPORTEDLY SERIOUSLY CONSIDERING THE EVACUATION OF 
DEPENDENTS ON JUNE 6 IF THE SITUATION DOES NOT 
IMPROVE. END SUMMARY. 

EVACUATION OF U.S. STUDENTS 



2. (C) THE EMBASSY'S JUNE 5 VAN CONVOY EVACUATED 14 
U.S. STUDENTS FROM BEIJING NORMAL UNIVERSITY (SHI DA) 
AND PEOPLE'S UNIVERSITY (RENDA) . AFTER LENGTHY 
DISCUSSION WITH EMBOFFS, THE 10 U.S. STUDENTS AT 
QINGHUA UNIVERSITY DECLINED TO BE EVACUATED. MANY 
OTHER U.S. STUDENTS AT THESE UNIVERSITIES HAD 
SECRET 
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ALREADY LEFT THE CAMPUSES FOR HOTELS. THE EMBASSY 
CONVOY WAS SLOWED BY PLA ROADBLOCKS AND STUDENT 
INDECISION ABOUT WHETHER TO GO OR STAY, AND WAS ABLE 
TO REACH ONLY THREE CAMPUSES BEFORE DARKNESS FORCED 
IT TO RETURN TO THE EMBASSY. AFTER THE CONVOY'S 
RETURN AT APPROXIMATELY 2000 HOURS LOCAL TIME, 
EMBOFFS TELEPHONED STUDENTS AT CAMPUSES NOT VISITED 
AND INFORMED THEM THAT WE WOULD TRY AGAIN ON JUNE 
6. MANY OF THESE STUDENTS INDICATED THAT THEY ARE 
STILL UNDECIDED ABOUT WHETHER TO LEAVE. STUDENTS 
SAID THERE ARE ABOUT 35 AMERICANS AT THE BEIJING 
FOREIGN LANGUAGES INSTITUTE. 

DIPLOMATIC EVACUATIONS 



3. (C) THE NORWEGIAN EMBASSY REPORTED THAT THE 
YUGOSLAVS BROUGHT IN AN EMPTY AIRCRAFT ON THE 
EVENING OF JUNE 5 AND OFFERED VOLUNTARY EVACUATION 
TO ALL DEPENDENTS AT THE YUGOSLAV EMBASSY. THE 
HUNGARIANS REPORTEDLY ALSO OFFERED VOLUNTARY 
EVACUATION TO EMBASSY DEPENDENTS. NO WORD ON HOW 
MANY ACCEPTED THESE OFFERS . THE JAPANESE AND 
CANADIAN EMBASSIES MOVED THEIR PERSONNEL FROM THE 
DIPLOMATIC RESIDENTIAL COMPOUNDS TO THEIR EMBASSIES 
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ON JUNE 5. THE CANADIANS HAVE MADE COMMERCIAL 
AIRLINE RESERVATIONS FOR THEIR STAFF AND PLAN TO 
DEPART ON JUNE 6 IF THERE IS NO IMPROVEMENT IN THE 
SITUATION. THE AUSTRALIAN MILITARY ATTACHE TOLD 
EMBOFF THAT HE WILL RECOMMEND EVACUATION OF EMBASSY 
DEPENDENTS ON JUNE 6. THE BRITISH EMBASSY IS ALSO 
CONSIDERING DEPENDENT EVACUATION. 

MILITARY ACTIVITY 
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4. {C) THERE WAS CONSIDERABLE MILITARY ACTIVITY AT 
THE CLOVERLEAF AT THE INTERSECTION OP JIANGUOMENWAI 
AVENUE AND THE SECOND RING ROAD, ADJACENT TO THE 
JIANGUOMENWAI DIPLOMATIC COMPOUND , ON THE NIGHT OF 
JUNE 5-6- AT ABOUT 2000 HOURS LOCAL ON JUNE 5, SOME 
20 TANKS AND 23 APC'S, REPORTEDLY FROM THE 27TH 
ARMY, STATIONED THEMSELVES ON THE OVERPASS, ORIENTED 
TOWARD THE EAST, AWAY FROM THE CENTER OF BEIJING . 
AT ABOUT 2100, A COMPANY -SIZE BODY OF INFANTRY 
ADVANCED FROM THE WEST ALONG JIANGUOMENWAI AVENUE 
TOWARD THE CLOVERLEAF INTERSECTION , AND PASSED 
THROUGH THE TANK POSITION. AS THEY PASSED IN FRONT 
OF THE JINGLUN AND JIANGUO HOTELS , A FEW SOLDIERS 
FIRED THEIR RIFLES IN THE AIR TO DISPERSE 
ONLOOKERS. EMBOFF WHO WITNESSED THE SCENE SAW NO 
CASUALTIES. LATER, OTHER INFANTRY ESTABLISHED A 
SKIRMISH LINE IN FRONT OF THE TANKS, AS IF EXPECTING 
AN ATTACK FROM THE EAST. IT WAS (##) 
27TH ARMY UNITS WERE EXPECTING AN ATTACK FROM THE 
40TH ARMY. HOWEVER , NO ACTION TOOK PLACE, AND THE 
CLOVERLEAF POSITION REMAINED QUIET FROM 0130 TO 0430 
ON JUNE 6, WHEN SOME OF THE REPORTED 27TH ARMY 
ELEMENTS MOVED WEST AND SOUTH TOWARD THE BEIJING 
TRAIN STATION. 

BACKGROUND ON THE TIANANMEN SQUARE MASSACRE 



5. (S/NF) A WESTERN MILITARY ATTACHE TOLD DAO THAT 
ONE PLA UNIT — THE 27TH ARMY — WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR 

MOST OF THE DEAT H AND DESTRUCTION AT TIANANMEN 

SQUARE ON JUNE 3[ 



Bl 



HOTEL WHERE CONG EN CHENGDU LOCATED IS LOOTED 



6. (C) CHENGDU CONGEN CALLED THE EMBASSY ABOUT 0130 
ON JUNE 6 TO SAY THAT THE HOTEL WHERE THE CONGEN IS 
LOCATED WAS BEING LOOTED BY A MOB OF UNDETERMINED 
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SIZE. THE MOB HAD EARLIER LOOTED THE HOTEL ACROSS 
THE STREET. CONG EM WAS AT THE FRONT GATE OF THE 
HOTEL ABOUT A MINUTE BEFORE THE MOB ARRIVED . HE 
PROCEEDED TO THE CONSULATE LOCATED AT THE BACK OF 
THE HOTEL THROUGH A DOOR CONNECTING THE CONSULATE TO 
THE HOTEL PROPER. ON HIS WAY TO THE CONSULATE ABOUT 
FIFTEEN AMERICANS AND OTHER v JREIGNERS JOINED CONG EN 
AND WENT WITH HIM TO THE CONSULATE. THE DOOR 
JOINING THE HOTEL AND THE CONSULATE WAS THEN 
BARRICADED. ALL OF THE CONSULATE AMERICAN STAFF, 
THEIR DEPENDENTS, AND THE 15 AMERICANS AND 
FOREIGNERS THEN GATHERED IN THE CONGEN 'S APARTMENT. 
PLAINCLOTHES POLICEMEN WERE PRESENT IN THE AREA 
BEHIND THE HOTEL WHERE THE CONSULATE IS LOCATED AND 
CONGEN WAS ASSURED BY THEM THAT THEY WOULD PROTECT 
THE SAFETY OF THE AMERICANS. ABOUT AN HOUR AND A 
HALF LATER, THINGS HAD CALMED DOWN. CONGEN SAW 
SEVERAL PEOPLE'S ARMED POLICE (PAP) TRUCKS AT THE 

NOTE BY OC/T: (##) OMISSION PARA. 4. CORRECTION TO FOLLOW. 
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HOTEL GATE THAT WERE PRESUMABLY THERE TO CONTROL THE 
MOBBING. THE 15 AMERICANS AND FOREIGNERS WENT BACK 
TO THEIR HOTEL ROOMS AND THE CONSULATE STAFF WENT TO 
BED. CONGEN COMMENTED THAT THE HOTEL LOBBY WAS A 
MESS. 

7. (C) EARLIER (JUNE 5, 1600), THE CONGEN REPORTED 
BY TELEX THAT A STALEMATE HAD DEVELOPED IN CHENGDU 
BETWEEN PROTESTERS WHO FILLED THE STREETS AND 
CONTINUED TO BURN SOME VEHICLES , AND SOLDIERS WHO 
HAD TAKEN REFUGE IN THE MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT 
HEADQUARTERS AND OCCASIONALLY LOBBED TEAR GAS INTO 
THE CROWD. STUDENTS WERE A DISTINCT MINORITY IN THE 
CROWDS. MANY WORKERS SAID THAT THEIR FACTORIES HAD 
ALREADY UNOFFICIALLY GONE ON STRIKE. NO NEW 
CASUALTIES WERE REPORTED , BUT DEATH TOLLS FROM THE 
JUNE 4 RIOT CONTINUED TO MOUNT. AWAY FROM. THE 
CROWDS AT THE CITY CENTER, STREET ACTIVITY APPEARED 
NORMAL, EXCEPT THAT NO POLICE WERE ON THE STREETS 
DIRECTING TRAFFIC. THE GATES OF LOCAL UNIVERSITIES 
WERE OPEN, AND THERE WERE NO POLICE OR TROOPS IN 
EVIDENCE. LILLEY 
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THE 27TH ARMY* WHICH IS ACCUSED OF KILLING EVEN THE 
SOLDIERS OP OTHER UNITS WHEN THEY GOT IN THE WAY 
THE HOTEL IN WHICH CONG EN CHENGDU Is LOCATED Ute 
ATTACKED AND PARTIALLY LOOTED BY CROWDS Oil THE 
EVENING OP JUNE 5, BUT THE CONSULATE WAS NOT 
THREATENED AND POLICE QUICKLY RESTORED ORDER. THE 

™!L EVACUATED 14 U - S " STUDENTS FROM BEIJING 
CAMPUSES ON JUNE 5, AND WILL RETURN TO OTHER 
CAMPUSES ON JUNE 6. SEVERAL WESTERN EMBASSIES ARE 
REPORTEDLY SERIOUSLY CONSIDERING THE EVACUATION OF 
DEPENDENTS ON JUNE 6 IF THE SITUATION DOES NOT 
IMPROVE. END SUMMARY. 



EVACUATION OF U.S. STUDENTS 



n\ ( cL^ E EMBASSY ' S J ™E 5 VAN CONVOY EVACUATED 14 

!m ^ BEIJING N0RMAL DIVERSITY (SHI DA) 

AND PEOPLE 1 S UNIVERSITY (RENDA) . AFTER LENGTHY 

^™f I0N WITH EH30FFS ' *HE 10 U.S. STUDENT 
nlu^u ™ IVERSm DEC "NED TO BE EVACUATED. MANY 
OTHER U.S. STUDENTS AT THESE UNIVERSITIES HAD 
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ALREADY LEFT THE CAMPUSES FOR HOTELS. THe'eMBASSY 
CONVOY WAS SLOWED BY FLA ROADBLOCKS AND STUD^T 
INDECISION ABOUT WHETHER TO GO OR STAY, AND WAS ABLE 

S Sfp^ THREE CAKPUSBS B ™ DARKNESS FORCED 
IT TO RETURN TO THE EMBASSY. AFTER THE CONVOY'S 
RETURN AT APPROXIMATELY 2O0O HOURS LOCAL TIME 
EHBOFFS TELEPHONED STUDENTS AT CAMPUSES NOT VISITED 

T S^JE" mT WE W ° ULD ™ AGAIN ON JUNE^ 
6. MANY OF THESE STUDENTS INDICATED THAT THEY ARE 
STILL UNDECIDED ABOUT WHETHER TO LEAVE. STUDENTS 
SAID THERE ARE ABOUT 35 AMERICANS AT THE BEIJTNfT 
FOREIGN LANGUAGES INSTITUTE? • BEIJING 

DIPLOMATIC EVACUATIONS 
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4. (C) THERE WAS CONSIDERABLE MILITARY ACTIVITY AT 
THE CLOVERLEAF AT THE INTERSECTION OF JIANGUOMENWAI 
AVENUE AND THE SECOND RING ROAD, ADJACENT TO THE 
JIANGUOMENWAI DIPLOMATIC COMPOUND, ON THE NIGHT OF 

^ N l?" 6, AT 2000 H0URS L0CA L ON JUNE 5, SOME 

20 TANKS AND 23 APC'S, REPORTEDLY FROM THE 27TH 
ARMY, STATIONED THEMSELVES ON THE OVERPASS , ORIENTED 
TOWARD THE EAST, AWAY FROM THE CENTER OF BEIJING 
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AT ABOUT 2100, A COMPANY-SIZE BODY OF INFANTRY 
ADVANCED FROM THE WEST ALONG JIANGUOMENWAI AVENUE 
TOWARD THE CLOVERLEAF INTERSECTION, AND PASSED 
THROUGH THE TANK POSITION. AS THEY PASSED IN FRONT 
OF THE JINGLUN AND JIANGUO HOTELS, A FEW SOLDIERS 
FIRED THEIR RIFLES IN THE AIR TO DISPERSE 
ONLOOKERS. EMBOFF WHO WITNESSED THE SCENE SAW NO 
CASUALTIES. LATER, OTHER INFANTRY ESTABLISHED A 
SKIRMISH LINE IN FRONT OF THE TANKS, AS IF EXPECTING 
AN ATTACK FROM THE EAST. IT WAS (##) 
27TH ARMY UNITS WERE EXPECTING AN ATTACK FROM THE 
40TH ARMY. HOWEVER , NO ACTION TOOK PLACE, AND THE 
.CLOVERLEAF POSITION REMAINED QUIET FROM 0130 TO 0430 
ON JUNE 6, WHEN SOME OF THE REPORTED 27TH ARMY 
ELEMENTS MOVED WEST AND SOUTH TOWARD THE BEIJING 
TRAIN STATION. 



BACKGROUND ON THE TIANANMEN SQUARE MASSACRE 



5- (S/NF) A WESTERN MILITARY ATTACHE TOLD DAO THAT 
ONE PLA UNIT — THE 27TH ARMY — WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR 
MOST OF THE DEAT H AND DESTRUCTION AT ttrmm wpv 
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BY A NEPHEW OF PRC PRESIDENT YANG SHANGKUN, THE 27TH 
REPORTEDLY WAS THE ONLY FULLY ARMED UNIT ATTACKING 
THAT NIGHT AND INFLICTED MANY CASUALTIES, INCLUDING 
SOLDIERS FROM OTHER UNITS RUN OVER BY 27TH APC'S AND 
TANKS. OTHER PLA UNITS ARE SAID TO OPPOSE THE 
METHODS OF THE 27TH, AND FACTIONAL CONFLICT BETWEEN 
UNITS APPEARS POSSIBLE. MANY OF THE OTHER UNITS 
HOWEVER , REPORTEDLY LACK SUFFICIENT FIREPOWER AND 
AMMUNITION TO TAKE ON THE 27TH. 

HOTEL WHERE CONGEN CHENGDU LOCATED IS LOOTED 



6- (C) CHENGDU CONGEN CALLED THE EMBASSY ABOUT 0130 
ON JUNE 6 TO SAY THAT THE HOTEL WHERE THE CONGEN IS 
LOCATED WAS BEING LOOTED BY A MOB OF UNDETERMINED 
SIZE. THE MOB HAD EARLIER LOOTED THE HOTEL ACROSS 
THE STREET. CONGEN WAS AT THE FRONT GATE OF THE 
HOTEL ABOUT A MINUTE BEFORE THE HOB ARRIVED. HE 
PROCEEDED TO THE CONSULATE LOCATED AT THE BACK OF 
THE HOTEL THROUGH A DOOR CONNECTING THE CONSULATE TO 
THE HOTEL PROPER. ON HIS WAY TO THE CONSULATE ABOUT 
FIFTEEN AMERICANS AND OTHER FOREIGNERS JOINED CONGEN 
AND WENT WITH HIM TO THE CONSULATE. THE DOOR 
JOINING THE HOTEL AND THE CONSULATE WAS THEN 
BARRICADED. ALL OF THE CONSULATE AMERICAN STAFF , 
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THEIR DEPENDENTS, AND THE 15 AMERICANS AND 
FOREIGNERS THEN GATHERED IN THE CONGEN 'S APARTMENT. 
PLAINCLOTHES POLICEMEN WERE PRESENT IN THE AREA 
BEHIND THE HOTEL WHERE THE CONSULATE IS LOCATED AND 
CONGEN WAS ASSURED BY THEM THAT THEY WOULD PROTECT 
THE SAFETY OF THE AMERICANS. ABOUT AN HOUR AND A 
HALF LATER, THINGS HAD CALMED DOWN. CONGEN SAW • 
SEVERAL PEOPLE'S ARMED POLICE (PAP) TRUCKS AT THE 
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HOTEL GATE THAT WERE PRESUMABLY THERE TO CONTROL THE 
MOBBING. THE 15 AMERICANS AND FOREIGNERS WENT BACK 
TO THEIR HOTEL ROOMS AND THE CONSULATE STAFF WENT TO 
BED. CONGEN COMMENTED THAT THE HOTEL LOBBY WAS A 



7. (C) EARLIER (JUNE 5, 1600) , THE CONGEN REPORTED 
BY TELEX THAT A STALEMATE HAD DEVELOPED IN CHENGDU 
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BETWEEN PROTESTERS WHO FILLED THE STREETS AND 
CONTINUED TO BURN SOHE VEHICLES, AND SOLDIERS WHO 
. HAD TAKEN REFUGE IN THE MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT 
HEADQUARTERS AND OCCASIONALLY LOBBED TEAR GAS INTO 
THE CROWD. STUDENTS WERE A DISTINCT MINORITY IN THE 
CROWDS. MANY WORKERS SAID THAT THEIR FACTORIES HAD 
ALREADY UNOFFICIALLY GONE ON STRIKE. NO NEW 
CASUALTIES WERE REPORTED, BUT DEATH TOLLS FROM THE 
JUNE 4 RIOT CONTINUED TO MOUNT. AWAY FROM THE 
CROWDS AT THE CITY CENTER, STREET ACTIVITY APPEARED 
NORMAL, EXCEPT THAT NO POLICE WERE ON THE STREETS 
DIRECTING TRAFFIC. THE GATES OF LOCAL UNIVERSITIES 
WERE OPEN, AND THERE WERE NO POLICE OR TROOPS IN 
EVIDENCE. LILLEY 
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